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S. Luxx XXIV. 25. 


Then be ſaid unto them, O Fools and 
flow of heart to believe all that the 
Prophets have ſpoken. 


HESE Words make a part of our Lord's Con- 
verſation with two of his Diſciples, in their 
paſſage to Emmars, on the Day he roſe from 

the Dead; and do contain a reproof of thoſe 

Doubts, and that F of Mind, which his Suffe- 
rings and Death had created, and the Evidences already 
given of his being riſen again, had not as yet removed. 
That Incredulity 1s here upbraided, as an Effect of Folly, 
and Slowneſs of Heart. Whereby cannot poſſibly be in- 
tended any ſuch Weakneſs, or natural Want of Capacity, 
as ſhould diſable the Diſciples, from apprehending the 
true force of Arguments, proper to prove his Reſurre- 
ction. For this would have been matter, not of Rebuke, 
but Pity; and muſt have rendred all thoſe Reaſonings 
fruitleſs and abſurd, which we find, in the following part 
of this Diſcourſe, employed for their conviction, It muſt 
therefore certainly mean ſuch Inconſideration, as did not 
duly attend to the Teſtimonies of them who had ſeen 
him; and particularly to thoſe Predictions of the Prophets, 
which alone might have ſufficed to let them ſee the Cer- 
tainty, the Neceſſity indeed, of our Saviour's Refurre- 
ction. For thus much the Verſes next following mani- 
| | feſtly 


v. 26, 27. 


and magnificent Characters of a mighty Deliverer, and 


(6) 


feſtly import: Out not Chriſt to have ſuffered theſe- 
$0 and. to * * into his glory? And, beginning Je 
Moſes, and all the Prophets, he expounded unto them, in 


all the Scriptures, the things concerning himſelf. 


The Occation of my Text being thus explained, I 
deſign to make this T'wofold Uſe of it. 5 
I. Firſt, I ſhalt enquire, to what Cauſes the Unbelief 
ef theſe Diſciples may moſt probably be imputed. And 
from thence 555 
II. Secondly, I ſhall proceed to ſhew, what Obſtru- 
ctions and Indiſpoſitions of Mind it muſt be Our care to 
keep clear of; in order to believe, and practiſe thoſe 
things, which the Goſpel requires from, us. | 
1. I begin with ſome Cauſes, to which the Fah of 
theſe Diſciples, and their Slowneſs to believe the Predi- 
ctions relating to this matter, may moſt probably be im- 
uted. | Fs an 
, I. Now Firſt, One of theſe Caufes ſeems to be inti- 
mated, in that very ſignificant Expreſſion, AZ that the 
Prophets have ſpoken. My meaning is, that, although. 
the Diſciples were not unacquainted with the Prophe- 
tick Writings ; yet they did not attend to every. part of. 
theſe equally : Nor did they ſo conſider and compare them 
with each other; as to diſcern their mutual Dependence, 
and the exact Harmony of the whole Scheme of Man's 
Redemption taken together. | 
The Predictions concerning the Mæſſiah were of very, 
different Sorts, Some had a more immediate regard to 
his humble and afflicted, Others, to his triumphant and. 
glorified, State. And Theſe, to Perſons not nice in Ob- 
ſervation, might, nay, in fact they did, appear to chaſh 
and contradict each other. That all the Triumphs 


Uni- 


COP 

Univerſal King, ſhould belong to One, who expired un- 

der ſo painful and ignominious a Death; That He ſhould 

be able to ſave ſo many Others, who, when tauntingly 

called upon to come down from the Croſs, did not; and 

therefore, it was ſuppoſed, could not, ſave himſelf: We 

muſt allow. to be wide Extremes; at firſt view hard to 

be reconciled, as Properties belonging to the ſame Per- 

ſon. And yet this difficulty vaniſhes, when we recol- 

lect, that 8 Captain of our Salvation was to be made peu. ii. 10, 
perfect through Sufferings, and that God bath very 

 bighly exalted the Lord Feſus, becauſe he humbled him- phil ii. 5, 9, 

5 and became. obedient unto Death, yea, even unto the 10. 

death of the Croſs. The being deſpiſed and rejected of 

men, a man of Sorrows, and acquainted with Grief, does Jia. liii. 3. 

then approve it ſelf, as eſſential a part of the Mæſſiab's Cha- 

racer, as the having a Name aboveevery Name, and every 
knee in Heaven and Earth bowing to it. Each of Theſe in 
truth had its proper Period. For Submiſſion was ordain- 
ed his way to Sovereignty; and the Conflict of endu- 
ring, to precede the Glories of his Conqueſt and Domi- 
nion. This is a method ſo plainly chalked out, in the 
Old Teſtament ; that, had not theſe Diſciples dwelt 
(as is very natural, ) chiefly on the bright and moſt 
acceptable part of the Images, by which Chriſt is 
there repreſented ; the very Argument they mention, 
as moſt diſcouraging, had proved an Antidote to their 
Deſpair. For, take the Tenure of all the Predictions 
fairly, and the Reaſoning will proceed juſt the contrary 
way. The Chief Prieſts and Rulers, it is true, had del:- 
vered Feſus to be condemned to death, and had crucified 
bim; but, had they not done ſo, the Prophecies could 
have found no due Accompliſhment. And, . 

Terms 


V. 20, 21, | 


3 3 
Terms only, might a rational Comparer of them rriiſt, 
that it was, nay infer, that it muſt needs be, He, who 
ſhould redeem Iſrael. [AR N el 
2. A Second Cauſe of Diſbelief in theſe Diſciples 
was, probably, a Miſconſtruction of thoſe very Prophecies, 
to which they didattend. And to This two things ſeem 
to have contributed. The One, the Temper and Condi-- 
tion of the Jews at that very juncture of time. A Peo- 
ple always proud, and of all others the moft impatient 
of a foreign Yoke, would naturally give in to that Senfe- 
of their own Scriptures z which flattered their deſires of 
Liberty, and of Conqueſt over the Enemies, who then 
held them in Subjedtion. And hence (by a Prejudice 
fo common, that the Apoſtles themfelves were plainly 
infected with it) many Paflages ſeem to have been in- 
terpreted of Preſent or Temporal, which were princi- 
pally, if not wholly, meant of Spiritual, or long di- 
ſtant, Victories and Deliverances. 
The Other thing, by which this Prejudice was fa- 
voured, is the Manner, wherein fuch Prophecies are ex- 
reſs d. Whatever is Spiritual, or belongs to a future 
State, cannot be otherwiſe repreſented to our Underſtan- 
dings, than by being beholden to Images and Figures, 
borrowed from things, which we comprehend, and fa- 
miliarly converſe with. This is a Refuge, to which 
the very Nature of thoſe Subjects drives us; And there- 
fore the Goſpel, with all its Simplicity and Plainnefs of 
Speech, ſubmits very frequently to the Neceſſity of fach 
Metaphors. But they were much more natural to the 
Style and Genius of the Prophets; They lived, and 
wrote, under a Diſpenfation full of Type and Shadow ; 
and therefore they wrote agreeably to the Temper of 
their own. Law, when the Veil of the Letter had 
. 7 ſome 
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ſome Myſtical, and more noble, meaning couched under 
it, And this is the Caſe of many Scriptures, where the 
Conqueſts of Chriſt over his own and his People's Ene- 
mies, the Enlargement of his Dominion, and the perpe- 
tual 'Stability of his Kingdom, are deſcribed. 

It is confeſs'd; In the Predi&ions relating to our 
Lord's Sufferings and Death, we inſiſt upon a plain 
and literal Conſtruction. And we have reaſon : be- 
cauſe theſe are Events, which affected his Humane 
Nature only, and are therefore proportioned to a Hu- 
mane. Comprehenſion. But the Glories of his Exal- 
tation, and Divine Nature, are neither preſent, nor 
level to our Minds; And therefore we muſt not un- 
derſtand the Reſemblances deſcribing thoſe, ſtrictly as 
they lie before us; but as expreſſions modelled, and 
ordered ſo, as we are able to conceive of matters out 
of ſight, and ſo far above us. The want of this Di- 
ſtinction ſeems to have faſtned down the thoughts of theſe 
Apoſtles, to an entirely Temporal Conqueſt and Kingdom. 
And they were therefore ſlow in believing Feſus to be the 
Meſſias, hecauſe his Perſecution, and Reproach,and ignomi- 
niousDeath, were manifeſtly inconſiſtent with the notions 
they then had, of all that the Prophets had ſpoken, upon 
this Occaſion. 

3. Another Obſtruction to theſe Diſciples, might be 
an Apprehenſion of the Impoſſibility of our Lord's riſing 
again. Some Notions of the Soul's Immortality, and a 
future State, ſeem to have lain at the bottom even of 
Natural Religion. Some perſuaſion of a general Reſur- 
rection, at the laſt Day, the better and ſounder part of 
the Jews entertain'd. Both theſe Doctrines however 
were dark and confuſed; till ein to light by Jeſiis 

and 


(10) 

and his Goſpel. But, that a Man ſhould die, and return 
from the Grave in three Days, and live upon this Earth: 
again in the ſame Body, was ſomewhat ſo aſtoniſhing and 
new ; that we find it foretold, as the laſt and»moſt irre- 
fragable Evidence of our Lord's Meſſiahſhip. Such, as 
when ſo foretold, the Diſciples are conſtantly obſerved 
not to have underſtood. And, though the Prophets of 
old had declared, that thus it ſhould be; yet no expe- 
Ration of it now remained. Nor were they careful to 
apply thoſe Predictions, to a'Perſon, in appearance for- 
faken of God, and given up entirely to the Will of his 
Murderers. Thus, by oppoſing their fond Reaſonings, 
to the Truth and Promifes of Almighty God, they 
made his. Power and Revelation ſtoop and bend, to their 
own mean apprehenſions of things: and were fooliſhly 
flow, in believing that to be done; of which they vain- 
ly thought, that it could not, or were not able to give 

themſelves any account, how it ſhould, be done. | 
4. The Fourth and Laſt Cauſe, I ſhall mention, of 
this Folly, and Slowneſs of Faith, might poſſibly have 
an Influence, as ſtrong as any of the reſt. I mean the 
deep and very tender Concern, theſe Diſciples then lay 
under, for the Death and ſuppoſed loſs of their beloved 
Maſter and Friend, Every one, who hath taken any 
pains at all to obſerve and know himſelf, muſt needs 
have found, how very differently he argues and judges, 
when under = violent Perturbation of Mind; from what 
he is wont to do, when free, and calm, and cool. The 
Underſtanding, at thoſe unhappy Seaſons, ſees nothing 
in its true colours and proportions. Every Object is 
changed and tinctured by the falſe Medium, through 
which it paſſes; and all degrees of Probability are magni- 
| tied. 
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fied or leſſened, according to the preſent Complexion of 


the Man; and the Paſſion, which fits ſupreme in his 


ul. | 
ſkis is the Caſe of Every vehement Impreſſion. But 
Grief, and Melancholy in particular, do, by a natural 
effect, ſink and damp the Spirits; fix upon the dark and 
diſmal fide of the matter, and keep us obſtinately blind 
and deaf to all appearances of Happineſs and Comfort. 
Now ſuch was the Condition of theſe Diſciples ; The 
Affection they bore to their Deareſt Lord, would not 
ſuffer them before, to credit the Warnings he gave of 
his approaching Death. And now the vehemence of 
their Surprize,and Sorrow for that Death, rendred them 
every whit as incapable of believing his Reſurrection. 
II. Thus much with regard to the Caſe of the Diſci- 
les themſelves. I now proceed to my Second General 
Head : The Profit we ſhould make of this Example, by 
taking occaſion from hence to obſerve, what are the Ob- 
ſtructions and like Indiſpoſitions of Mind, which we muſt 
keep clear of; in order to believe and practiſe, as we 
ought, thoſe things, which the Goſpel requires from us, 
1. Firſt then. Let the defect of theſe Diſciples in 
not applying their thoughts to A that the Prophets had 


Jpoken, teach us, of how great advantage it will be, to 


nd equally and ſincerely diſpoſed to Every branch of a 
NOT When Religion is conſidered, with 

no other view, but that of knowing and ſubmitting to 
All, that comes back'd with rational and ſufficient Evi- 
dence; it can ſcarce happen, that a Man ſhould long 
continue, under any, dangerous Error in Judgment, or 
grols Enormity in Practice. But if we bring Partiality, 
and Prejudice, and corrupt e along with us; ſcarce 
| | 2 any 
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any Command is ſo plain, but it may be overlboked' or 
evaded; Scarce any Opinion ſo extravagant, but it may be 
entertained and eſpouſed ; Scarce any Wickedneſs ſo fla- 
grant, but it 1s capable of being indulged and abetted. 
Daily. Experience ſhews, how very diſcerning and ſevere 
we are, in thoſe faults of Others, to which our own 
Temper and Circumſtances give us no Inclination. Bur; 
are we not at the ſame time as ſtupid, and poſitively 
blind, to fome favourite Vices of our Own, againſt which 
the Scriptures are as expreſs, and the Threatnings of 
God in no degree leſs fevere? The Covetous Perſon is 
abundantly convinced of the heinouſneſs of Enxury and 
Prodigality ; And the Intemperate and Profuſe as clearl 
ſees the Sin and Deformity of Sordidneſs and Avarice. 
But charge each of theſe with his own proper crime; 
And'the One covers himſelf under the ſpecious Pretences, 

of Hoſpitality and Decent Living, Generous contempt of 
the World, and Taking no thought for the morrow While 
the Other as readily quotes you Texts, for Sobriety, Fru- 
gality, and provident Care of Families. And yet, whe- 
ther theſe Men will ſuffer themſelves to be we ſenſible 
of it, or no; Both of them are manifeſtly under the ſame 
Condemnation. For St. Paul in one breath peremptorily 
declares, that neither Covetous, nor Extortioners, nor 
Riotous, nor Drunkards, nor the Effeminate and Unclean, 
3 Cor. vi. 9,10 (hall inberit. the kingdom of Chriſt and of God. ; 
* The Cafe is fo very much alike in moſt otlier Inſtan- 
ces; that, generally fpeaKing, the plaineſt Proof goes for 

nothing with Men prepoſſeſs d againſt it; and the ſlight- 

eft Shadow of a Reaſon hath-all the force of Demonſtra- 

tion, in matters that Men are defirous ſhould be true. 

In good earneſt, and to ſpeak freely. Can it be reaſonably 

OY thought: 
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thought a breacly of Charity, to ſay, that Education, 


and Humour, and Convenience, and Fondnefs for a 
Party, and Reſpect of Perſons, make up the Religion of 


too too many? And theſe are. Cheats, wrought, up to 
ſuch a Nicety; as not only to paſs very often upon the 


World, but ſometimes to impoſe upon the Man's own 


ſelf. Inſomuch that, were every one, without reſerve 


or diſguiſe, to lay open the true Principles of his Con- 


duct; Not as he makes profeſſion of them to the World, 
but as he argues and determines upon them in his own. 


Cloſet; Good God! how many wild and different Sy- 


ſtems ſhould we diſcover ?: And. how. far diſtant would 


moſt of them appear, from That, which yet All, who re- 


tain but the Form of Godlineſs, agree in appealing to, 


as their common Rule and Meaſure, the Goſpel of the 


Eord Jeſus? The Power at leaſt of Religion is perfectly 


overthrown by ſuch a partial Obedience. For, while we 
confine our Application to ſuch Inſtances, as are beſt ac- 
commodated to our Inclinations or Affairs; we do not 
ſubmit to the Authority of God, but make a new Law 


to our ſelves. A Law, which cannot profit them that 


are under it: For as, in my Text, that Folly: and Slowneſs 


heart could not eſcape. reproof, which narrowed - the 


Biel Faith, by not taking in A that the Prophets 


had ſpoken; So, neither in the Practical part of our Du- | 


ty, will any Referves or Diſtinctions for convenience be 


allowed; but upon that Condition only does Chriſt 


eſteem us his Friends, if tue be careful to: do whatſoever 


- 


be commands us, | 


2. But theſe Diſciples were defective Second, in Miſin- 


terpreting thoſe very Prophecies, to which they did at- 


tend. And this is a good warning againſt miſapplying 
| the 
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the Rule of our Actions. Corrupt Intereſts and Carnal 
Affections will diſpoſe us, not only to overlook and ne- 
glect, but, which is full as bad, to bend, and reſt, and rack 
the Holy Scriptures; till we make them ſeem at leaſt to 
ſpeak a Senſe, that is for our purpoſe. We then ſee more 
or leſs in every Text, as it favours or diſcountenances, 

the Prejudices we have entertain d; The Advantages we 
are in purſuit of, The Paſſions we are govern d by, Or the 
Party we have given our ſelves up to. Now it ſhould 
always be remembred, that the Word of God is that un- 
alterable Standard, by which all our Concerns muſt be 
weighed and tryed. By This we are to live here; and 
by This we are to ſtand or fall hereafter. And then thoſe 
things will be ſure to riſe in judgment againſt us, 
which we ſaw, but would not ſee. Then thoſe falſe 
gloſſes will be detected and expoſed, which artful Hypo- 
crites do now, with wicked Induſtry, obtrude upon the 
unwary, as Oracles of God; when his Word ſpoke no 
ſuch thing. It behoves us all therefore to deal Sincere- 
ly, and not to tamper with our Conſciences, in a caſe 
of ſuch mighty moment; where all Fraud will not fail 
one day to be diſcovered, to the Deceiver's utter Confu- 
fion and everlaſting Ruin. For God is eſpecially concer- 
ned to vindicate the honour of his Laws, from ſuch out- 
ragious Abuſes, as inſult him, above even the moſt open 
and impious Profanations. Even the moſt profligate 
Life, I fay, betrays not a more provoking Contempt of 
Religion; than that vile Cunning, which perverts the 
Scripture, by making it an Engine of Villany, and 
Vice, and Faction. And it were much fairer and ho- 
neſter, in the Enemies of Virtue ; quite to renounce 
this Holy Book; than only to make it the tool of their 


own 


015 J 
own ungodly Luſts; and ſo carry on the Work of Hell, 
by a pretended Authority from Heaven. | 
But I obſerved before, that the Error of theſe Diſci- 
ples was owing, not altogether to their own Prejudices; 
but in part, it is probable, to the Nature and Manner of 
the Prophet ick Writings themſelves. And Another uſeful - 
Reflection to be made from hence, is, That, in order to a 
right underſtanding of Scripture, Integrity alone will 
not ſuffice ; but the Honeſty of the Intention muſt be 
ſupported and guided by competent Knowledge and Skill 
in the Judgment. The Proprieties of Language, The 
Cuſtoms of the Age and People then in being, 'The Ge- 
nius of the Writer, The particular Occaſion and main 
Scope of each Book, 'The Connex1on of it's ſeveral Parts, 
And the Suitableneſs of the Application we make, to the 
Author's original Meaning and Deſign ; All theſe are 
requiſite to a thorough underſtanding of Scripture. 

ut, can every vulgar, Reader come provided with 
theſe Qualifications 2 No. Nor is it expected he ſhould. 
And yer he ought to read, and may read very profitably, 
notwithſtanding. For Every portion of that Bleſſed 
Book does not ſtand in need of ſo great Preparation. 
Some are ſo plain and caſte; that nothing, but perfect 
Stupidity, or Want of Attention, or Wilful Blindneſs, 
can miſtake them. And it is God's great Goodneſs, and 
Man's great Happineſs, that the moſt neceſſary parts of 
Scripture. are the moſt eaſie to be underſtood. In Theſe 
therefore every Man may exerciſe himſelf : And, for 
the Reſt; if they be read with due Reverence, Humility, 
and Modeſty, God will enlighten Mens Minds, and en- 
large their Knowledge, ſo far as He ſees convenient. In 
Some things they may be aſſiſted by Thoſe, | whom God 
| hath, 


hath appointed to watch over their Souls. The Divines 
of This Church, it is charitably to be preſumed, will 
remember to whom they are accountable, and dare not; 
Or, if they durſt, they have not any temptat ion, that I know 
of, to miſlead Men, in the Senſe of thoſe Oracles of 
the moſt High, the free and PER uſe whereof is not 
only indulged, but earneftly and daily recommended, to 
their Flocks. It is therefore moſt unjuſt to infinuate, 
as ſome Sons of Slander, (accordingthe modern way of 

uring all manner of Contempt upon the Clergy) of 

te have done; that the like blame or ſuſpicion of 
Deceit lies againſt the Guides of Our Communion, as 
belongs to thoſe of the Church of Rome. Her Tyran- 
ny proves her an unnatural Stepmother, by hiding from 
her Children the Key of that Knowledge, which alone 
can make them wiſe unto Salvation, But why, for 
God's ſake, ſhould We envy the Improvements of our 
Charge? We, who are acted by a different Princi- 
ple ; and We too, whom manifold Experience convin- 
ces, that Religion, and its Miniſters, meet always with 
beſt treatment, from the Perſons, who moſt ſincerely 
conſider, and beſt underſtand them? But, while we could 
be glad, all the Lord's People were Prophets; we think 
our Advice ſhould not be taken amiſs, that They, who 
are not Prophets, would not pretend to be ſo. As know- 
Ing too, how much Religion and the Peace of the World 
ſuffer, by the vain Preſumption of men wiſe iu their 
own conceits; who are not content themſelves, nor will 
allow Others, to think ſoberly, and as they ought to 
think. We acknowledge ſome Subjects too ſublime for 
our Comprehenſion; Such as ought to be approached 
with humble wender; and of which Men may with 
more 
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more ſafely Chooſe to continue meekly ignorant; than 
hazard their Virtue, and the Scandal of their Brethren, 
by a bold, and troubleſome; and always fruitleſs, Curio- 
tity. - And This leads me to a Third Reflection, proper 
to the Caſe of theſe Diſciples ; which is, 

3. That the Declaration of God is a ſufficient Ground 
of Faith, how unaccountable ſoever the Matter declared 
may otherwiſe be to us. The Diſciples ſeem to have 
oppoſed, to the Propheſies of Chriſt's Reſurrection, the 
preſumed Impoſhbility of the thing. Which was putting 
the Matter upon a wrong Iſſue; and teaches us, what 
meaſures ſhould. be taken, with regard to all the Myſte- 
rious points of the Chriſtian Doctrine. Not that, (ac- 
cording do the common but ignorant Clamour,) Reaſon 
is even here to be excluded; x only kept to 5 proper 
bulinels.- Now This is to examine the Credibility of 


the Teſtimony. , An aut which Reaſon is not only : 
© 


qualified, — bound, to ma But when the Teſtimo- 
ny is approved, Reaſon hath done it's Office ; and all 


_ the difficulties, ariſing from the Nature of the Thing 


teſtified, are thenceforth to be placed to the Account of 
Faith. That God is Infinite, 2 and True; 


_ That He is greater, That he can do more, than an f. 


nite Mind can conceive; And that he will do all, which 
he hath declared and foretold ſhall be done; Theſe are 


Maxims readily aſſented to by Reaſon. When there- 


fore, according to all the Rules of ſober Interpretation, 


the acknowledged Word of God delivers things, to Us in- 


comprehenſible, Reaſon it ſelf requires, that we ſubmit 
and give credit to them. In this Caſe They are Wiſe 
indeed, who fatisfie themſelves with being Wiſe; accor- 


Wing ty That which j is Written, E who preſume 
to 
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bitious, to that of leaving all, and following Chri 
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to intrude into Secrets, which no Man bath feen, or can fes, 
while they profeſs themſelves to be very wiſe become very fools. 
4. Laſtly. That Grief, which bore down the Faith 
of theſe Diſciples, thould awaken our Care to moderate 
and ſubdue all our Paſſions in general. Alas ! how frail 
a thing is Humane Nature, when we have in the Text 
ſo ſenſible a Proof, that even They, who of all Mortals 
had the greateſt Advantages, when overpower'd by Theſe, 
were no more than Common Men? When Paſſion gets 
head, Preſence of Mind is loſt; The Storm ſoon grows 
roo- loud, for Reaſon or Religion to be heard; Our 
Actions are irregular and violent; and ſuch à Miſt is caſt - 
before our Eyes, that we can no longer diſcern Decen- 
cy, or Duty, or Truth. Thus the SenfuaFand Volup- 
tuous are blind to the Reaſonableneſs of Temperance, Self- 
denyal, and Mortification; So are the Greedy and Am- 
it; 

'The Angry and Revengeful can ſee no manner of Neceſ. 
fity for pardoning Injuries, and loving Enemies : Nor 
the Proud and Imperious,*any” Beauty at all in Meek- 
neſs, Humility, and mutual*Condeſcenfion.. And yer 
the very things, which to ſueh Men are Fooliſhneſs, are 


in reality the trueſt aud moſt perfect Wiſdom. So neceſſa- 


ry is it, that theſe Superffuities of naugbtine ſa (as St. Jamas 
Spiess himſelf) ſhould be put away; to make room 


for that Ward of God, which muſt: be engrafted in their 
ſtead,” before it can ſave our Soulf. For, till Religion 
be the Ruling Principle, we are not under the Law of 
Liberty; but inthe very worſt of all Bondage, Slaves 
to our Affections and Luſts. Let us labour. therefore 
by all means to break this Chain aſunder; if it be but. in 
order to qualifie us for judging and acting like Men. 


Truth 
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Truth asks no more at our hands, than that we will 
eome to it cool and conſiderate. The more juſtly we 
think, the more of Excellence we ſhall deſcry in every 
Branch of our Duty. Which is in truth deſigned to 
make" us herein ſome degree, what we hope to be in per- 
fection hereafter. Maſters, I mean, of our Selves, even 
while we have Paſſions upon Earth; to prepare us for 
that Heaven, where they will give us no diſturbance. 
BucalFunrulyFallons ſhall betwallowed up in Univerſal 
Chacity; Endlelsand unbounded Joy; the raviſhing Con- 
_ remplation;zand'the moſt-ardent Love, of Father, Son, 
and Holy=Ghoſt; Three Perſons, and one God; To 
-whom-be-Honour and” Praiſe, Adoration and Thankſ- 
ging, now and: for evermore. Amen. | 
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